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of a person and then there is direct communication between
the god and his votaries. On all important occasions, and
before any important undertaking, the pious Balinese seek
to know the divine will in this way,

In addition to the regular worship in the temples there are
annual religious ceremonies or feasts on fixed dates.
e.g. (1) Menjepi, on a ncw-rnoonday, for driving away the evil
spirits : (2) Usaba (utsaba ?) in honour of Sri the goddess of
agriculture ; (3) Sara-Sevati (Sarasvatl) for consecration of
books or manuscripts; (4) Tumpck-landep, for consecration
of weapons ; and others on the birth days of principal gods,
and chiefs, on the anniversary of the foundation of each temple,
on the coronation of kings, on the conquest of a state, on the
outbreak of epidemics for the welfare of domestic animals, etc.,

The worship of the pitaras or ancestors forms an important
part of the Balinese religion. Each dwelling house has got
one or more small temples for this purpose, and there are
occasional gatherings on sacred spots, believed to be the original
dwelling places of these ancestors. At stated periods of the
year, the pitaras return to the bosom of their families and are
entertained with games and amusements. There are, besides,
three religious ceremonies known as Pcgursi, Galungan, and
Kuningan for honouring the souls of the dead and holding
close communion with them. In these offerings are placed near
the graves, for the souls of those whose bodies are yet unburnt,
and also in the Pura Dalem, for the souls freed from the body,
after burning.

The worship consists mainly of presenting offerings and
chanting ( or secretly uttering) mantras from scriptures.
These vary for different deities and different occasions. The
offerings are usually made up of ordinary articles of food
(grains, fruits and meat) and drink, clothes, and money. Animal
sacrifices are chiefly reserved for Kala, Durga, Butas,
Rakshasas and other evil spirits. Hen, duck, young pig,
buffalo, goat, deer and dog are usually sacrificed. But
sometimes we hear even of human sacrifices.